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An ANECDOT E, 


To the P*K I NTE R, 


HE more fenfible people are of the importance of real 
religion, the more will they be difgufted with thofe ignorant 
and contemptible enthufiafts who have the prefumption to fet up 
as teachers of Chriftianity without underftanding either its prin- 
ciples or its effeéts. All the merit they can pretend to is the 
having voluble tongues and a moft uncommon fhare of affurance, 
Some of them are incapable of writing fix lines of good fenfe, 
and yet pretend to preach what. they call the gofpel.. By which 
means they delude fuch as are not capable of diftinguifhing be- 
tween piety and enthufiafm, and in reality injure inftead of ferving 
the caufe of Chriftianity. 

Though every man has a moft undoubted right to worfhip God 
in his own way, provided he behaves as a good fubject and neigh 
bour, vet the mechanic who, undef pretence of religion, negic¢ts 
his bufinefs and family, to propagate what may moft properly be 
called nonfenfe, certainly deferves to be Jaughed at, and to have 
his ignorance and credulity expofed. It was by fuch views that 
the perfons were actuated who contrived the following humourous 
ftratagem to frighten a certain poor cobler in Devonthire, who 
has lately taken it into his head to hold forth inacertain part of 
that county. 


Vor. XVIII. 464. 4G While 
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While the preacher was vociferating moft loudly to his hearers, 
and telling them whether they fhould go to Heaven or Hell, the 
pulpit in which he ftood was fuddenly and unexpectedly, without 
any apparent means, feen to move’ with fome force to a corner of 
the room, which occafioned the-greateft confternation imaginable, 
and fo furprized the auditors that they fled out of the houfe thunder 
ftruck, as though they had not a moment longer to live, leaving 
their poor unhappy adept, quivering and looking like a ghoft ; 
being unable to account for this wonderful cataftrophe. 

I confefs that it alfo gave mea little difquiet, till I had par- 
ticularly enquired into, and underftood the meaning of this‘ex- 
traordinary event. Directly under the auditory (we were fecretly 
informed) was fituate a wine-cellar, in which a well-known wag 
had worked for fome time, who had procured a piece of wire, 
fufficiently tong and ftrong, and pafled one end of it from the 
cellar up through a hole which he had made in the floor, near a 
corner of the room, or auditory; which end of the wire was 
faftened fecurely to the bottam of the pulpit ; which very for- 
tunately was made to run upon fmall wheels, for the advantage of 
moving it with eafe from place to place. This being done, and 
tie time now come for the delivery of another oration, he, with 
two of hisaflociates, who had very readily agreed to affift him, 
went into the auditory, under.a pretence of hearing this devotee, 
but merely to keep the wire clear in which the pulpit was to pals; 
while three more lufty fellows 'fecreted themfelves in the celiar, in 
order to pullthe wire with all their dtrength, whenever a fignal 
might be given by their accomplices above. 

I fhould inet have taken up my pen to -particularize this 
humorous occurrence, were it not now difcovered toevery perfon 
in the neighbourhood of myrefidence, and had I not been actually 
prefent when.the bufinels was focompletely effected, 

Your’s, 
T.B. W. 





4n EXTRAORDINARY FACT. 


Perfon, who lately died at Saltfeat, Lincolnfhire, on finding 

his diflolution approach, called his daughter to his bed-fide’; 

and, taking his box out of his coat pocket, which he had carried 

about with him for upwards of 25 years, told her, that that _ 
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all he had to bequeath, and that the real value of it was unknown 
to him, but advifed her to offer it for fale after his death, 

This was accordingly done not long fince, in London, when it 
was found that the box contained a fet of jewels of immenie va- 
lue. The following is an account of the means by which the 
father got fo great a treafure into his poflefiion, 

Between 25 and 30 years ago, a veilel bound to Scotland was 
wrecked on the Lincolnfhire coaft, and every foul on board pe- 
rifhed. Among the reft, were a General and his family, juft re- 
turned from the Eaft Indies, and then going into Scotland, their 
native country. Many valuable articles belonging to this family 
were foon wafhed on fhore, and with other things, the box alluded 
to, which was found and taken up by the deceafed, wha, from fear 
of difcovery, had kept his fuccels an inviolable fecret, until his 
dying moment. 





The Life of Fofeph Balfamo, commonly called Count Cag- 
lioftro ; contarning’ the fingular and uncommon A.dven- 
tures of that extraordinary Perfonage, from hts Birth tilt 
his Imprifonment in the Cafite of St. Angelo. 


{Tranflated from the Original Proceedings publifhed at Rome by 
order of the Apoitolic Chamber. 


(Continued from Page 608.) 


N the mean time Caglioftro’s hatred feemed to increafe daily 
againft the Court of France. He drew up the plan of a fe- 
ditious letter addreffed to the French nation, exciting them to re- 
bel againft the royal authority, and the fyftem of government then 
practifed. This political tract was fent to one of his pupils at 
Paris, who having decked it out in all the beauties of language, 
and the embellifhments of ftyle, reconveyed it to him in Lon- 
don ; where, upon examination, it was found to contain fo many 
expreffions calculated to feduce the multitude, and produce a re- 
volt, that a printer, to whom he applied, at firft refufed the ufe of 
his prefs. ‘The Count, however, determined to publifh it; and 
this very Ictter, having been afterwards tranflated into feveral or 
the modern languages, made a great noife in molt of the king- 
doms of Europe. His literary correfpondent having foon after 
joined him in London, he exhorted him to recommend the de- 
4G2 prefling 
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preffing the royal authority in France ; and aflerted that it became 
him, and the reft of his difciples, to avenge the injuries which he 
had experienced, in the fame manner as the Knights Templars 
had avenged the death of their grand matter. 

It may be here aera Be obferve, that in his letter to the 
French nation, written in London on the 20th of June, 1786, ise 
feems clearly to predi& the approaching revolution in France ; 
for he prophefies that ‘ the Battille thall be deftroyed, and be- 
come a public walk ;” he announces that “a prince fhall. reign 
in France, who will abolifh /etters de cachet, convokes the States 
General, and re-eftablith the true religion.” It is alfo certain, 
that, previous to his detention at Rome, he drew up and tranf- 
mitted a petition to the States-General, in which he folicits his re- 
turn to Paris; and affirms, among other things, that ‘* he had by 
his labours contributed not a little to the liberties of France.” 

It was during his third vifit to England, the memorable difpute 
occurred between him and one of the Englifh new writers, and 
which was occafioned by the following circumftance : 

Among the number of ridiculous medico-chemical ftories which 
he propagated, that concerning pork was not the lefs extraordi- 
nary. He once affirmed, in tie midft of a moft refpectable com- 
pany, that the inhabitants of Medina, on purpofe to deliver them- 
felves from the lions, tigers, and other wild beafts with which that 
country was infefted, were accuftomed to fatten hogs by means of 
arfenic, and then to drive them into the forefts, where they were 
devoured by thefe ferocious animals, who were inftantly poifoned 
by this fpecies of food, ‘The politician [M, de Morande] im- 
mediately publifhed this ftory, and made. his own comments upon 
it. Caglioftro was fo enraged at this circumftance, that he fent 
him a new kind of challenge; for he gave him an invitation, on 
the 3d of September, 1786, to partake of a meal on the gth of 
November following, which was to confift of a fucking pig, fat- 
tened after the manner made ufe of at Medina; and he offered 
to bet five thoufand guineas that his antagonift fhould not furvive 
the entertainment. 

This invitation was however declined by his wary adverfary, who 
took fuch effectual means to expofe the character of the Count, 
that he was furrounded by a crowd of dupes and creditors, and at 
length obliged to fly from London, left ie fhould be once more 
immured in a gaol, 

Caglioftro accordingly left his wife behind him ; and crofling 
the Englith Channel, travelled through France, Having arrived in 

: Switzerland, 
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Switzerland, he took up his abode in the city of Bafil, In the 
mean time Lorenza being harafled and tormented by the fug- 
geftions of her confcience, which reproached her with the many 
fins fhe had committed, communicated the irreligious life and 
criminal aétions of her hufband to feveral perfons. “The moment 
that he underftood this, he immediately fent for her, and obliged 
her to make a declaration before a magiftrate at Bienne, by which 
the difavowed her former confeffion, and folemnly depofed that 
her hufband had always been an honeft man, and a very good 
Catholic. 

After ftaying feveral months at Bienne, he vifited Aix in Sa- 
voy, on purpofe that his wife might ufe the baths of that places 
and from thence he repaired to Turin. 

Scarce had he fet his foot in that city, when it was intimated to 
him, by an order from the King, that he muft depart immediately. 
He then ftopped for fome time at Roveredo: but he did not ex- 
perience a better fate there; for the late Emperor Jofeph II. ina 
fhort time prohibited him from exerciling the profeflion of phyfic, 
to which he had now entirely devoted himfelf. It being then 
neceflary that he fhould quit this city alfo, he retired to Trent : 
and foon after'a little book was publifhed, intitled, “ Liber Mems- 
rialis de Caleoftre dum effet Roboretti ;” in which an ample detail 
was given of the cheats, rogueries, and impoftures practifed by 
him during his refidence there. This work would merit perufal, 
were it not that the author had imitated the ftyle and expreflions 
of the infpired writers : a circumftance which occafioned the 
production to be termed by many readers, “* The Evangelifts of 
the Count Caglioftro.” It is neceffary for thofe who may have 
read it to know, that this very Caglioftro, in the courfe of his ane 
{wers before the Inquifition, has been forced to acknowledge the 
truth of the aflertions contained in this celebrated publication, and 
to which he could, only object the fatirical and biting expreffions 
with which it abounded. . 

The Count had hopes of extraordinary fuccefs at Trent, by 
means of his mafonry. He attempted to make profelytes, but in 
vain—thanks to the watchful care of the Prince Bifhop, to whofe 
court he procured accefs by means of his boafted difcoveries in 
phyfic and chemiftry. It became at length neceflary that he 
fhould look to his interefts, and find out another country, where 
he might be more likely to augment his revenues, which had no 
other fgurce except his impoftures, At that period he was fo dif- 

trefled 
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tyefled for money, that he was obliged to pawn a diamond of cone 
iiderable value. 

But in what country could he find a retreat ? There was now 
no perfon but who, either by perfonal knowledge, or by the re- 
lation of others, was acquainted with him, and well knew how to 
appreciate his worth. From Palermo, France, Sardinia, he had 
already been banifhed by the exprefs orders of the fovereign; and 
in other kingdoms the memory of his impoftures was {till freth on 
the minds of the inhabitants. 

Thofe who had been duped and cheated by him (and they were 
many in number, and {cattered over all parts of the world) would 
bave inftantly torn him to picces had they got him into their 
hands. 

Perhaps he defigned to return, into Germany; but at that very 
mement the Prince Bifhop. of ‘Treat received a letter, in which 
he was given to underftand, that the Emperor was very forry that 
he had adwnitted fuch a notorious character into his ftates: this 
circumftance, which was made known to Caglioftro, was {uf- 
ficient to prevent him from revifiting any of the Imperial domi- 
pions. What couatry could he then tranfport himfelf to? In this 
dilemma his thoughts were naturally turned towards Rome; there 
he was not afraid of being punifhed for his former crimes ; as he 
hoped that, after fo many years, they might be forgotten: befides, 
rie metamorphofis of Jofeph Balfamo into Count Caglioftro, 
would contribute nota little to the oblivion of his mifdeeds.x— 
Notwithttanding this, he ttill dreaded left he fhould experience, in 
the vigilant folicitude of the virtuous and amiable prince* who 
mow governs us, fufficient caufe for terror and difmay. 

In the midft of this perplexity, his wife, who ardently defired 
to return into the boforn of her family and her country, did all in 
her power to influence her hufband to revifit her native city. She 
was ftiil more incited to this, by defire-of abandoning a kind of 
life, of wiueh the light of religion, which was not yet totally ex- 

tint in her, made her frequently perceive all the horrors, and in- 
fpived her with the well-founded dread of mecting an untimely 
end. 

Lorenza accordingly boafted of the advantages which would 


affuredly acerue to him by his return to Rome ; and fhe was pare 
ticularly 


* Pope Pius VI. whofe name is terrific no where but within the 
narrow and reftricted territory which the policy of the European 
princes fill permits him to enjoy. 
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of ¢ 
aad | ticularly anxious to inculcate this idea into'the minds of fome of 
as now the principal courtiers of the Prince Bithop, who lived in a clofe 
the ree intimacy with Caglioftro, Their opinions at length determined 
howto | him, and he became anxious to receive recommendations to fome 
hehad | people of diftinction. ‘To procure the patronage of the Bithop, 
n; and | he had recourfe to bigotry itfelf; he feigned to repeat of his 
rethon ° mafonry, went and threw himfelf at the feet of a contefler, and 
| affected to exhibit the moft ardent defire to re-enter the bo- 
ywere | fomof the church, and to reconcile himfelf to the Courtof Rome. 
‘would The good prieft, readily believing all that he had uttered, inti- 
. their mates the repentance of Caglioftro to the prince, and even ‘en 
| gages his highnefs to give him thofe recommendations which he 
t very defired. 
which Scarce, however, had he returned from confeffion, but he ex- 
y that claimed, in prefence of his wife, © How finely Dhave gulled 


> this this holy father !” 
She has actually {orn to the truth of this circumftance ; and 





Ss fuf- 
lomie« the papers which have been found upon him, as well es his uni- 
n this form courfe of life, evidently demoriftrate that the depofed to 
there nothing more than the truth. He not only preferved in his heart 
as he an attachment for mafonry ; but, during that very period, he itill 
fides, continued to write to his difciples upon the affairs, and in the dtyle 
sftro, and manner, of a-free mafon; nay, he even continued to prattife 
Is— | that art, as we fhall fee afterwards. 
mo (To be continued.) 
who 
ae | 4 Sketch of the Life of Fames. Lackingion, the prefent 
She well-known Bookfeller in Chifwell-/tree:, Mooryicdds, Lon- 
nae don, extratled from his own Account of tt. 
<—_. JAMES LACKINGTON, who now deals in books by thous 
rely fands and tens of thoufands, from’ his original fituation 
in life feemed to have been condemned +to-pafs his days in igno- 
ald rance ; at leaft, the utmoft that was tobe expected from it was to 
half-read and half-fpell his ‘Feftament. But minds of a peculiar 


are 

, ftamp are fuperior to all fituations, and -burit refiitlefs through 
barriers which arc infurmountable to the herd of mankind. 

the Mr. Lackington tells us that he was born in 1746, is the fon 

van ef a poor journeyman fhoemaker, of Wellington, in Somerict+ 


fhire, and that the family finances were fo low, that, after he had 
been 
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been for fome time ata reading-fchool, at twopence a week, the 
immenfe fum could no longer be {pared for his education: He con- 
fequently left {choo], and foon forgot the little he had learned, 
We arenext entertained with feveralof his boyifh tricks. .He 
then turns pie-merchant, and afterwards a vender of almanacs, 
He is afterwards bound apprentice to an anabaptift fhoemaker ; 
and, under the tuition of his mafter’s fons, regains his reading. 
The fons afterwards become Methodifts, and he likewife. He 
turns out a great divine, and a moft zealous difciple of Wefley ; 
fo much fo, indeed, that, having been locked up by his miftrefs 
to prevent him from going to meeting, in a fit of enthufiafm he 
leaped out of a two-pair-of-ftairs window, never doubting that 
a miracle would be worked for the prefervation of fo preciousa 
faint; but he was fadly difappointed, ahd it was a month before 
he recovered the ufe of his limbs. i was ignorant enough,” 
fays he, * to think (I mention it with horror and remorfe) that 
the Lord had not ufed me’ very well, and refolved not to put 
fo much truft in him forthe future.” The tempting riots and 
diffipation of an ele€tion wean him from Methodifm ; and, hav- 
ing abandoned the {fpirit, he joins himfelf to the flefh, in the 
perfon of Nancy Trott: But he, foon tired of his partner, and 
having given her half-a-crown out of three fhillings and a 
penny, which was his all, left her at Exbridge, and fet out for 
Briftol. He there obtains work as a fhoemaker, forms an inti- 
macy with a brother Crifpin, becomes fond of reading, turns poet, 
and relapfes into Methiodifm. Having continu:d fome time at 
Briftol, and having made faints of his friend and his friend’s fifter, 
he quits that city, and removes to Kingfbridge. During his refi- 
dence there, he acquires writing by his own induftry; but his 
wages were fo low, and he fpent fo much time in writing hymns, 
love-verfes, &c. that poverty began to ftare him in the face—to 
which his fondnefs for company and gaiety at this time contributed 
not a little: He therefore returns to Briftol, and joins his former 
fedate friends. 

At this period the narrative goes back; the author entertains 
us with his youthful amours when an apprentice. Nancy Smith 
and Hannah Allen were his Statira and Roxana. “ I poured,” 
fays he, * heavenly comfort into their fouls, and talked fo long of 
divine love, until I found that my affection for them was notal- 
together of that fpiritual kind,” Tothe firft of thefe he wrote 
on his return to Briitol, preffing her to come and be his help-mate 5 
the willing dairy-maid complied, and they were married — 

the 
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the end of the year 1770. The greateft fingularity in this im- 
portant event was, that, after paying the expences of the wedding 
dinner, 8c. this loving couple had juft one halfpenny between 
them to begin the world with. Fortune did not fmile on this 
humble pair; they were reduced to great diftrefs by ficknels ; 
and the continued bad health of his wife rendering every cftort of 
Mr. Lackington infufficient to procure fubfiftence, he left all the 
money he could fpare with hers and took his departure for Lon+ 
don, onthe outfide of the ftage-coach, with the hopes of fucceed+ 
ing better in that great city. Our hero arrived in the metropolis 
in Augutt £774, with two fhillings and fixpence in his pocket. 

Mr. Lackington fucceeded fo well in London as a thoemaker, 
that he was in a fhort time enabled to fend for his wife. Soon 
after this period his grandfather dies, and leaves him the immente 
fum of ten.pounds. But how to become pofleffed of this legacy 
was the difficulty, ‘ So totally unacquainted,” fays he, ‘* was 
I with the modes of ttanfacting bufinefs, that I could not poiat 
out any method of having my ten pounds fent up to London to 
me, at leaft no mode that the executor of the will would approve 
of; it being fuch a prodigious fum, that the greateft caution was 
ufed on both. fides ; fo that it coft me about half the money in 
going downfor it.”’ With thisfupply, and what he acquired by 
his own induftry, he was enabled to fet up as matter fhocmaker 
and bookfeller; and fo, with aftock worth about five pounds, he 
informs us, “, I opened fhop on Midfummer-day, 1775, in 
Featherftone-~ftreet, ia the parifh of St. Luke; and I was as well 
pleafed in furveying my little fhop, with my name over it, as 
was Nebuchadnezzar, when he faid, Is not this great Babylon 
which I have buile?’’ His bookfelling goes on with rapid fuccefs 5 
but, in the midit of this career, botihe and his. wife are taken 
dangeroufly ili ; after a fcene of much diftrefs, he lofes his wife on 
the gth of November, 1775, which lofs he fupplies by efpouling 
Miis Dorcas Turton, the goth of January, 1776. With the 
active mind of Mr. Lackington, it feems, there is “ mec mora nec 
requics,”’ either in butinefs or matrimonial affairs. 

Soon after his fecond marriage our-herois finallyconverted from 
Methodifm by-reading the Life of John Buncle, From this time 
forwards “ the fournefs of his natural. temper, in part, gives 
way,” and he becomes more cheerful and good-natured, He 
reads rational and moderate divines, and plunges into the labyrinth 
of metaphytics; in which labyrinth he {till continues to tread, 
hopeleis of ever finding his way out, yet delighted with the maze. 

Vou. XVIII, 464. 4H Henceforward 
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Henceforward too the extenfion of his trade keeps pace with 
the expanfion of his mind—he now fells above one hundred thous 
_ volumes a year, and the profits of this year will amount 





0 400 ool. 


a ing brought our hero from an ambulatory vender of pies, 
toa very confiderable bookfeller, with a town-houfe, and countrys 
houfe,achariot, and a revenue of 4000]. per annum, with the 
profpect of doubling that revenue, we fhall here drop our abftract 
of the work, only adding, by way of ftimulus to the young tradef- 
men of theage, “ Go, and do likewife.” 

Mr, Lackington’s work appears in the epiftolary form. That 
our readers may have fome idea of our author’s manner, we give 
the whole of Letter XXXIV. which contains a fort of abftract 
of his progrefs from his firft opening fhop to the prefent day : 


FANS pty ee ate ef XXXIV. 

“¢ Happy the man that has each fortune try’d, 

‘To whom fhe much has given, much deny’d 5 

¢ With abitinence all delicates he fees, 

“ And can regale himfelf with toaft and cheefe.” 
ART oF COOKERY, 


t 


an #8 
© 


« Dear Frienp, 
THE public at large, bookfellers in particular, have beheld 
my increailing ftock with the utmoft aitonidhment, they being en- 
tirely at a lofs to conceive by what means I have been enabled to 
make good all my payments ; and for feveral years, in the begin- 
ning of my bufinefs, fome of the trade repeatedly aflerted, that it 
was tot: ily impofible that I could ‘continue to pay for the large 
numbers of books thatI continually purchafed ; and nine years 
fince, being induced totake a journey into my own country, with 
a view to the reftoration of my he ath, which had been materially 
injured by intente : application to ca talogue-making, too much 
reading, &c. during the &x weeks that | retired into the Welt, 
Mrs, Lackington was perpetually interrogated refpecting the time 
that I was expecied toreturn. ‘his was done in fuch a manner 
as evidently fhewed that many thougit | never intended to return 
at all. Buthow great was their furprife w heny as a prelude to my 
return, I {ent home feveral waggon loads of books, whicu I had 
purchaied in the country. 
« Asinever had any part of the mifer inmy compofition, I 
al ay ‘pI vportioned my ‘expences according tomy prohts; thatisy 
i have 
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t have for: many years expended two-thirds of the profits of my 
trade; which proportion of expenditure I never exceeded. If 
you will pleafe to refer to Dr. Johnfon’s * Idler” for “ The 
Progrefs of Ned Drugget,” you will there fee much of the pro- 
grefs of your humble fervant depicted, Like Ned, I in the 
beginning opened and fhut my own fhop, welcomed a friend bya 
thake of the hand, at the fame time beckoning acrofs the way for 
apot of good porter. . A few years after, I fometimes invited my 
friends to dinner, and provided them a roafted fillet of veal ; ina 
progreffive courfe the ham was introduced, and a pudding was the 
next addition made to the feaft... For fome time a glafs of brandy 
and water was a luxury; a glafs of Mr. Beaufoy’s raifin wine 
fucceeded ; and as foon as two-thirds of my profits enabled me to 
afford good red port, it immediately appeared: 
«© Wine whets the wit, improves it native force, 

“ And givesa pleafing flavour to difcourfe, 

« By making all our {pirits debonair, 

“ Throws off the les, the fediment of care.” 


My country lodging, by regular gradation, was transformed intoa 
country houfe; and the inconveniencies attending a ftage coach 
were remedied bya chariot. For four years Upper Holloway was 
to me an elyfium; then Surrey appeared unquettionably the moft 
beautiful county in England, and Merton the moft rural village 
in Surrey. So now Merton is feleéted as the feat of occafional 
philofophical retirement. 


“ Here on.a fingle plank thrown fafe afhore, 
“¢ | hear the tumult of the diftant throng, 
« As that of feas remote or dying ftorms. 
“ Here, like a fhepherd gazing from his hut, 
“ ‘Touching his reed, or ieaning on his ftaff, 
«“ Eager Ambition’s fiery chace I fee; 
“ I fee the circling hunt of noify men, 
“ Burft law’s inclofure, leap the mounds of right, 
“ Purfuing and purfu’d, each other’s prey.” 

Youna, 


But I affure you, my dear friend, that in every ftep of my progrefs, 
envy and malevolence has purfued me clofe. 

-“& When, by the advice of that eminent phyfician Dr. Lettfom, 
I purchafed a horfe, and faved my life by the exercife it afforded 
4H 2 me, 

















628 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
me, the old adage, “ Set a beggar on horfeback and he’ll ride 
to the devil,” was deemed fully verified ; but when Mrs. Lack 
ington mounted another, “ they were very forry tofee peopk fo 
young in bufinefs run on at fo great a rate!” The occatfional 
relaxation enjoyed in the country was ceniured as an ay weer 
piece of pride 5 3 but when the carriage and fervants in livery aps 
peared, * they would not be the firit to hurt’a foolifh tradefman’s 
character; butif (a3 was buttoo. probable) the docket was not 
already ftruck, the Gazette would foon fettld that point.” 





« Bafe envy withers at another’s joy, 
«¢ And hates, that excellence it cannot reach.” 
THomson, 


But I have been Jately informed that thefe good natured and com- 
paffionate people have for fone time altered their tory. It feems 
that at Jaft th ey have difcovered the fecret {prings from» whence 
I drew my wealth ; however, they do not quite agree in their ac- 
counts; for altho ugh fome can tell you the very number of my 
fortunate lottery ticket, others are as pofitive that | found bank- 
notes in an old book, to the amount of many thoufand pounds ; 
and, if they pleafe, can even tell youthe title of the very fortu- 
nate old book that contained this treafare.. But you thall receive 
it from me, which you will deem authority to the full as unex- 
ceptionable ; I. found the whole of what I am poflefled of, in— 
fnaall profits, bound by induftry, and clafped by economy. 

“ Read this, ye covetous wretches, in all trades, who, when 
you get a good cuitomer, are for making the moft of him! But 
if you te jawe neither honour nor honefty, you fhould at leait poflefs 
alittle common -fenfe. Reflect on the many cuftomers that your 
over-charges have already driven from your fhops! Do you think 
that you can find cuftomers enough fo deficient in penetration as 
not to diicover your characters? nofuch thing. Your exorbitant 
charges are a genéral fubject of converfition and difiike: You 
cannot with confidence lock your own cuftomers im the face, as 
you are confcious of your meanne fs and inpolition ; and your 

fordid difpofitian is evidently the reaton that tome gcatlemen are 
ie to look with contempt and difdain on tradefinen. But when 
men in trade are men of a they will in general be treated as 
fu ch5 and, wéte it otherwif 


© One felf-approving hour whole years outweighs 
& OF ftupid ftarers, and of loud huzzas; 


“ And 
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“ And more true joy Marcellus exil’d feels, 
“ ‘Than Cefar with a fenate at his heels.” 
Pops. 


“ The profits of my bufinefs the prefent year (as near as cant 
be computed before. the expiration of it) will amount to 4000], 
What it will increafe tol know not; but if my health will per- 
mit me to carry it ona few years longer, there is very great pro- 
bability, confidering the rapid increafe which each fucceeding 
year bas produced, that the profits will be double what they now 
are; for L here pledge my reputation as a tradeiman, never to de= 
viate from my old plan of giving as mutch for libraries as it is 
poflible for atradefan to give, and felling them, and rew publi« 
cations alfo, for the fame {mall profits that have been attended 
witi fuch aftonithing fuccefs for {o many years. And I hope that 
my «fiiftants will alfo perievere in that atientive obliging mode of 
conduét which has fo long diltinguifhed No. 46 and 47, Chifwell- 
ftreet, Moorfields ; confcious that, fhould I ever be weak enough 
to adopt an oppofite line of conduct, or permit thofe who act 
under my direction fo to do, I fhould no longer meet with the very 
extraordinary. encouragement and fupport which I have hitherto 
experienced; neither fhould | have the finalledt claim toa cone 
tinuance of it under fuch circumftances. 

“ Tam, 
« Dear friend, your’s, &c. 





Mr. Lempriere’s Account of the Manner of his Intro- 
duétion to the Emperor of Morocco, with an Anecdote of 
that Monarch. 


ROM the court-yard into which I was firft introduced, I was 
I hurried with the great precipitancy through two or three 
others, till I arrived at the gate whica opened to the court where 
the Emperor was waiting to receive me. I was there detained 
for fome. time by the matter of the audience, owing to my refufal 
of the prefeat which Europeans are accuftomed to make to the 
Empceror upon being honoured with an audience. Thad been 
previouily acquainted tuat no perfon was ever permitted to appear 
in his Majetty’s pretence, unlels accompanied by a handiome pre- 
fent 5 but I conceived my fituation to be in every refpect fo totally 
different 
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different from that of other ftrangers who vifited the court, that 
J told the mafter of the ceremonies, if he perfifted-in refufitig me 
entrance, | would immediately return home again. 

The Moor, finding that I was determined not to comply with 
his requeft, and knowing that the Emperor was purpofely waiting 
to fee me, was afraid to defer my introduction any longer; I was 
therefore ufhered into his Majefty’s prefence very expcditioufly, 
and directed to place myfelf and my interpreter in fuch a fituation 
as to be feen without approaching too near his perfon. 

The Moor who introduced me, upon appearing in fight of the 
Emperor, proftrated himfelf on the earth, kiffed it, andin a very 
humble manner exclaimed in Arabic, “’ May God preferve the 
King !” The Emperor then ordered him to approach, and de- 
liver what he had to fay, He informed his Majefty, that, in com- 
pliance with his order, he had brought before him the Englith 
dotor ; after which, having made a very low bow, he retired, and 
the Emperor immediately defired me and my interpreter to advance 
towards him ; but as foon as we had got within ten yards of the 
Emperor, two foldiers came up, pulled us by the coat, and ac- 
quainted us that we muft not prefume to approach any further. 

I found the fovereign feated in an European poft-chaife, placed 
in one of his open courts, and drawn by one mule in fhafts, having 
a manon each fide to guide it. Behind the carriage were foot 
foldiers, fome negroes and other Moors, in two divifions, forming 
together a half moon. Some of thefe foldiers were only armed 
with large clubs, while others had mufkets, which they held clofe 
to their bodies, and pointed perpendicularly. 

The Emperor, after furveying me minutely and with the greateft 
attention, 2ccompanied with no fmall fhare of Aauteur, demanded 
from my interpreter, in a very ftern manner, if I was the Chriftian 
do&tor who had been attending Muley Abfulem? I defired him 
to anfwer, that 1 was. “ How came you into the country, and 
were you fent by order of your own King, or by whom?” To 
render my vifit of more importance, I anfwered, ‘ By order of 
government.”-—“ Where did you learn your profeffion, and what 
is the name of the perfon who taught it you ?” I informed his 
Majefty. “ What is the reafon that the French furgeons are 
better than the Englifh; and which do yéu think are beit ? Ian- 
fwered, “ ‘The French furgeons are very good, but it muft cer- 
tainly be allowed that the Englifh are in general fuperior, being 
more fcientifically educated, “The Emperor then obterved, that a 
French 
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French furgeon had come into the country, and in the courfe of 
his practice had killed feveral perfons. ' 

His Majefty next afked in a very auftere manner, “* What was 
the reafon I had forbidden Muley Abfulem the ufe of tea?” My 
reply was, ** Mujey Abfulem has very weak nerves, and tea isin 
jurious to the nervous fyftem.”—“ If tea is fo unwholefome,” 
replied his Majefty, ‘ why do the Englifh drink fo much ?” I an- 
fwered, “It is true, they drink it twice a day ; but then they do 
not drink it fo ftrong as the Moors, and they generally ufe milk 
with it, which leffens its pernicious effects. But the Moors, 
when once they begin to ufe it, make it very {trong, drink a great 
deal, and very frequently without milk, —“ You are right,” faid 
the Emperor, ; “and I know it fometimes makes their hands 
fhake. After this converfation, about a dozen diflilled waters, 
prepared from different herbs, were brought forme to tafte, and 
inform the Emperor what they were ; which were hot, and which 
were cold, &c. ; 

His Majefty now condefcended to become more familiar and 
exfy in his remarks, and defired me to obferve the {now on Mount 
Atlas, which his carriage immediately fronted, wifhing to know if 
we had the fame in my country. I anfwered, that we frequently 
had a great deal inthe winter feafon, ani that England was a 
much’ colder climate than Morocco, “The Emperor obierved, 
that if any perfon attempted to go tothe top of the mountain, he 
would die from excefs of cold. 


In the empire of Morocco the human mind is fo debafed by 
ignorance, proceeding from the Jong-continued operation of def- 
potifm, that, fhould a revolution take place, the only feature by 
which Morocco may be diftinguifhed, will probably be inereafed 
rigour in the exertion of abfolute power. ‘lhe following anec- 
dete may give the reader an idea of the extent to which this has 
been Carried. 

A Moor of fome confequence, and very opulent, gave a grand 
entertainment on the marriage of one of his fons. ‘Lhe Empe- 
ror, who happened to be in tle neighbourhood, and who well 
knew that magnificence was a ftriking. proof of wealth, was de- 
termined to be prefent at the feitival, in order that he might more 
fully inform hiafelf of the circumftances of the Moor. For this 
purpofe he difguifed himfelf in a common drefs, and cutercd the 
houte in the midit of ail the jollity, and perhaps the liceatioufnels, 
of the entertainment. ‘The mailer of the ceremonies obferving 
a perion 
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2 perfon of a mean appearance intrude himfelf into the room fo 
abruptly, ordered him out ; and, upon the refufal of the ftranger, 
he cave him a kick, and pufhed him by violence out of the houfe, 
For a fhort fpace of time after this oecurrence the whole affair 
pafled without much notice, and it was a matter of the ut- 
moft furprife to the mafter of the houfe, to re€eive an order, 
commanding him immediately to repair to Morocco.—Upon 
being introduced to the Emperor, he was afked if he recol- 
Je€ted the circumftances which have juft been related, to which he 
replied in the affirmative. “ Know then,” fays the Emperor, 
« I was that Moor whom you treated thus contumelioufly ; and 
to convince you I have ‘not forgot it, that foot and that hand 
which infulted me fhall perifh.”-—I have feen this unfortunate 
victim of tyranny walking about the ftreets with one leg and one 
arm. 





Defcription of the Perfon, and Private Charaéter of Henry 
the Second. 


[From Mr. Berrington’s Hiftory of the Reign of that Prince. ] 


E was about the common fize, much inclined to corpulency, 

and of a form mafculine and robuft : broad in the cheft, 

and nervous in every limb. His complexion was florid, his hair 
reddifh, filvered in age, by the hand of time, his head {pherical 
and capacious, his eyes orbicular and of a grey colqur, when the 
mind was calm, themfelves mild and innocent, but in anger, 
tinged with red, flaming and furious as the lightning’s lath : his 
face broad, leonine, quadrangular, and his note long and well pro- 
portioned. He neglected his hands, never wearing gloves, but in 
hawking ; his cloaths were fhort (on. which aecbunt he has fome- 
times been called court-mantle) calculated for expedition, his boots 
plain, and his bonnet unadorned, His feet and legs, it was ob- 
ferved, were generally in a bruited and livid ftate, from the repeated 
blows. of his horfes; yet he never fat down, unlefé when unavoid- 
able. His chief amufements were thofe of the field, which he 
puriued with immoderate ardour. He was on horfeback, before 
the fun was up; often fatigued the moft robuft {portimen in the 
chace; and returning, fometimes late, fat down to a frugal meal, 
which was foon difpatched, and was then again on his feet, till an 
early 
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early hour called him to his couch. ‘Thus by exercife and abfte- 
mioufnefs he oppofed a difpofition to corpulency, which indulgence 
would foon have rendered troublefome and unwieldly. His hawks 
were brought from Norway, and many from Wales ; and he was 
particularly curious in his hounds, that they fhould be fleet, well 
tongued, and confonous. 

His underftanding was good, the general powers of his mind 
far above the ordinary level, and his memory moft tenacious. He 
was fond of ‘reading, well informed in hiftory, and poffeffed a na- 
tural eloquence, which when his temper was unrufled, flowed with 
gtace and perfpicuity. He was affable and well-bred, facetious 
and communicative. When the amufements of the day, or the 
ferious occupations of war and bufinefs were over, he fought the 
company of the learned, and delighted much in a circle of 
churchmen, to propofe fubjects for difcuffion, and himfelf to ate 
tempt their folution. 

His vices were the vices of the man, and his virtues belonged 
to the prince. If the firft were manifold, fo were the fecond. 
He wifhed to make his people happy; and the burthens. he laid 
on them were comparatively light. Even in the foreft laws his 
lenity appeared, becaufe he mitigated their feverity, in the eye of 
his ruling paffion. But he was little loved, and died unregretted. 
The ane was :—His foreign engagements detained him much 
on the continent, during whichy in the adminiftration of his 
jutticiaries, the laws were neglected: or many evils; from the 
ftate of things, neceflarily difturbed the public harmony. The 
very circumftance of his abfence, to a nation jealous of their 
honour, and confcious of their fuperior weight in the fcale of em- 
pire, was a fubje&t of complaint 5 and when their King returned 
to them, it was often with a fevere brow, to correct abufes, and to 
enforce the execution of the laws, The Englifh, therefore, did 
not lovehim. ‘They admired him as a warriors who extended his 
dominions, and they feemed to fhare in his triumphs. Nor was 
he well with his French fubjects, the Normans only excepted. 
The monarch of France was to them a more natural fovereign : 

he was always at hand to protect them; and befides, it was ever 
his aim, as the molt obvious policy directed, to foment a fpirit of 
oppofition, to hold out favour to the refractory, and to thew him- 
felf to them, with the benign afoeét of their fovereign lord. 

Henry is generally acknowledged to have been the greateft of 
our Englifh Kings. I will not fay, that it was otherwife: But 
when, in cool refleCtion; we take a view of England, as he Jef it, 
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pire of his command, we are compelled to own, that he had done 
little to improve their laws, to correct their manners, to extend 
their ‘commerce, to diffule the light of fcience, to fpread the 
bleflings of peace ; ina word, to. make them a better or a happier 
people. Added to the nominal empire he had, Scotland had done 
homage to him, ard Ireland, it may be faid, had fubmitted to his 
controul. But never was a conqueft more imperfeétly fettled. 
His reign, ina word, was more brilliant, than ‘attended by any 
real benefits; more fortunate, than profperous in ufeful and per- 
manent faccefs ; and had providence added a few more years to 
its duration, we fhould have feen it terminate, moft probably, in 
the melancholy reverfe of all its acquired glory. He died un- 
lamented; but the experience of the next reign, fayS the moft 
philofophical of the monkifh writers, taught them, in forrow of 
mind, tolook back to Henry, as toa great and good prince. 





A SINGULAR CUSTOM. 





EIXEIRA, in his Relations of the Kings of Perfia, fays, 
“ that the Parfis, the remainder of the Old Ignicolz, ftill 
very numerous in fome of the provinces, have a certain place in 


their mountains, near Yard, the chief city of their religion, about ' 


40 leagues eaft of Ifpahan, where they have preferved, they pre- 
tend, their perpetual hre, without having once fuffered it to go out, 
for full.3500 years; which place they alfo call, in their language, 
the houle of the fire. Near this, in holes among the rocks, they 
bring their ancient people, often from very diftant parts, and 
placing them upright in one of thefe, leave them in this pofture, 
jammed: up, without any nourifhment, till they expire ; for they 
think it a fhame, or rather a crime, to die in their beds, Here, 
as the air is extremely pure and dry, they remain in the fame pof- 
ture, entire and uncorrupted for ages; and their families and de- 
{cendants come, from time to time, in great devotion, to offer them 
flowers and {weet fimeiling herbs ; worthipping thus, as it were, 
prefent and in perfon, the faints and tutelar {pirits of their houfe.” 


ANE C’D O TE. 
E Duke of Monmouth, drinking late one night at th 

tiege of Maeftricht, where he commandéd, with tome otier 
general- 
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general-officers, they took it into their heads to go directly, as 
they were, and ftorm the Devil’s Tower, a fort fo called, of the 
utmoit confequence, as being the main ftrength of the place, and 
thought almoft impregnable: but that was not a time to doubt of 
themfelves in any thing ; away they went, with what attendance 
of their people they thought fit to take in a hurry, or what hap- 
pened to be ready. However, having fome little way to go, the 
Duke bethought himfelf, and, ftopping fhort, faid, “ Look yey 
gentlemen, we have undertaken an inconfiderate thing, and we 
cannot do better than go back while we are well :” they cried, 
“ he had brought them out, and he fhould carry them through, or 
they would run their {words into his body.” They came before 

the place, and began to make their attack, at the fame time crying, 

“ Military execution, and no quarter !”” The Governor, finding 

the General was there in perfon, made no doubt but he mutt be 

well attended, and have a greater force with him than he was 

aware of, and futrendered. So rafhnefs had the effect of ftrata~ 
gem, put good fenfe out of its play, and fairly jockeyed prudence 

and right counfel. 





REFLECTIONS. 


’ 
E that lends an attentive ear to wholefome reproof, and is 
obedient to it, is to be numbered among the wife, and at 
laft fhall be able to give good inftructions to others. 
The honour and comfort of parents lies in a numerous off- 
fpring who do not degenerate from the ancient virtue of tie 
family. 





A GENUINE SPECIMEN OF ORTHOGRAPHY, 
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Anfwer, by a re[pectable Correfpondent, of Lyme, to Fuba’s Charade, 
inferted November 14. 


you join to the Star which Kings wear by their fide, 
The Croix of St. Lewis which the French now deride, 

You foon will difclofe, in Devonia’s rich lands, 

That STARCROSS is the anfwer which Juba demands. 


*1* We have received the like anfwer from Jane Mitchell, of 
Polruan, near Fowey; T. Walker, Hemyock; T. Scadding, 
J. Carpenter, and J. Ralph, of Wellington; T. Taylor, Ipple- 
pen; IT. Giles, Bridgewater ; J. Tucker, Penryn; W. Stephens 
jun. St. Hiliary; J.H. Lyme; T. Furfe, Mevagiffey: W. Sea- 
‘man, Calverleigh ; T. Gill jun. Stythians; W. G. and W. H. 
of Uffculm; A. Apfey, Taunton; R. Bond, Colyton; E. Tay- 
lor, H. C. Granger, and ‘Theocritus, of Exeter; Philomathes, of 
Afhburton; John Apfey, of Wivelifcombe; S. Hill, near Daw- 
lifh; A. Pini, and Hannah, Exmouth; Momentus, W. Baker, 
and T’. Hannaford jun. of Totnes. 





Anfwer, by Thamas Sparkes jun. of Exeter, to Comb-pot’s Rebus, 
inferted November 14. 


REAT WOLF you mean, that hero fo renown’d, 
Who bravely loft his life on foreign ground, 


+§+ We have received the like anfwer from John Bennett, 
of Mawgan; Jane Mitchell, of Polruan, near Fowey; Wil- 
Jiam Stephens jun. St. Hillary ; W. Seaman, Calverleigh; Hane 
nah, and A. Pinn, of Exmouth; J. Scadding, of Wellington ; 
Thomas Gill jun. Stythians; ‘IT’. Taylor, Ipplepen ; S. Hill, 
near Dawlith; J. Tucker, Penryn ; W. Baker, and Momentus, 
‘Totnes; R. Bond, of Colyton; W. G.and W. H. of Uftculm 3 
J. Duckham, Tiverton ; Blaze, of Wilmington; J. H. Lyme 5 
and Pnilomathes, of Afhburton, 








‘A QUESTION, by P. Buflow, of Buck{ufleigh. 


IVEN the fum of the fquares of two numbers=2501 
0996, and the fquare of their fum=4745,6996 to find the 
wee 
umobcrs 
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4A CHARADE, by Fohn Ifaac, of Crediton. 


N the hours of fchool vacation 
See my firft in league combin’d 
With the fchool-boy’s inclination, 
Search’ it; bards, with eafe you’ll find. 


View my fecond ftruck with wonder, 
At our warlike fons of Mars, 

Shrinks afraid of martial thunder 
From the gallant Britith tars. 


Now explore this ifland over, 
At my whole a camp has been, 
Not athoufand miles from Dover, 
And the fame, ye gents, I’ve feen. 








A REBUS, ly E. Taylor, of Exeter. 


An of Mercury firft thew; 

Old Chiron’s daughter bring to view 5 
A Britifh Lord who, on the main, 
Vidtory o’er the French did gain ; 

A fon of foaming Neptune bri ig 
‘That was of Theflaly the King ; 

A well-known foreft then obtain 
That oft delights our King and Queen ; 
One by fam’d Hercules who fell; 

A well-known town in Dorfet tell ; 
And next a well-known warbler bring, 
That welcomes in returning {pring ; 

A mount near Troy you’ll next invoke, 

From which young Paris judgment {poke 5 
And laft a Jewith King you'll name, 
Remarkable for fenfe and fame : 

Join the initials right and true 
A Britifh Peer ’twill bring to view, 
That ftrives a tyrant to defy, 

May he fucceed—be Britons’ toaft ; 

May he be ftill his country’s boaft— 
Is every loyal Briton’s cry. 


POETRY, 
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ON LEARNIN G. 


oe ev’ry one devotes his leifure hours 

To fome diverting object’s pleafing charm, 

Let learning’s path, beftrew’d with fav’rite flow’rs, 
Each, youthful breaft with confcious virtue warm. 


From her the choiceft bleffings nobly flow, 
That nature deigns on mortals to difpenfe ; 

* Tis her’s true, genuine knowledge to beftow, 
The fount of wifdom and of eloquence. 


Could Pope or Homer but for her afpire, 

And gain the tribute ofa deathlefs name ? 
Or we vain mortals know how to adinire 

The fublime ftrains of Virgil’s lofty theme? 


Still fhould we live an awkward, filly race ! 
Unknown to wifdom, virtue, truth, or fenfe, 
Did not fair learning’s beams fupply that place, 

And extirpate the gloom of ignorance. 


Hail facred learning ! parent of each blifs 
That we enjoy while ftation’d here below ; 
Who turns the heart from paths thatlead amifs, 

And teaches us. from evils good to know. 


Thou fhedd’ft thy lenients o’er the feeble mind, 
When dreary ficknefs reigns with potent {way 3 
And lead’ft the mortal to his fate refign’d, 
To gaze enraptur’d on his future day. 


Well might thy worthy patrons claim our praife, 
Whote ttudy is tolead the minds of youth, 











In 


In virtuous paths, which will to honour raife 
The foul delighting in the ways of truth. 


Then let us not reject their honeft aim, 
Sut all we can encourage the defign ; 
Still let our minds a thirft of knowledge claim, 
And ever ftrive in virtue’s caufe to fhine. 
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On the. Terrors of a gwilly Confcience, 


OFT as the wearied babe’s repofe, 
When lull’d upon the mother’s breatt, 
Is that {weet interval of woes, 
Which fleep gives innocence opprefs’d. 


i ‘ Sure angels watch around the bed, 
Difperfing every thought of ill; 

Sweet peace her fofteft plume has {pread, 
And brighteft hopes the bofom fill. 


But on what downy pillow laid, 
Shall guilt triumphant reft the head ? 
’ ‘Terrors the inmoft foul pervade, 


And darknefs vifible—the bed. 


A voice is heard in every wind, 
Hollow it vibrates on the ear; 
“ Ah! wretch, canft thou repofe e’er find, 





“ Thou who haft call’d forth many @ tear, 
“© Now confcience binds thee faft to fear. 


«© And fhould cold flumbers feal thine eyes, 
“ The fenfes wake in dire appall, 

“ Spectres upon the curtain rife, 
“ And a hand-writing on the wall. 


“ Bethink thee at this awful hour, 
“ What at the laft may be thy fate, 

“ And yet repent while in thy power, 

“ Nor fcoff at mercy till too late. 
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« Ah! donot think repentance vain, 
“ A Sawiour pleads for thee on high ! 
«© For thee he hath endur’d the pain, 
« Ab! wretched man, why wilt thou die? 


“¢ Nothou fhalt live, and ftill be bleft, 
“ Thetears of penitence will fall— 

“ Comfort fhall dawn upon thy breaft, 
«“ And every virtue foon recall. 


« Then let not mercy ftrive in vain, 

“ Nor thou grow harden’d ev’n to fears, 
« Alas! for thee what would remain, 

“© And innocence muft wake to tears. 


“ Could’ft thou in feftive fcenes be gay, 
“ And ftillin cruelty delight ; 
s¢ Ah! who would envy thee—the day, 
«“ Who views the guilty breaft at night.” 





END OF THE EIGHTEENTH VOLUME, 
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